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Zainichi Chosenjins and Heterotopian Spaces in the Japanese
Films of the 1950s and 1960s: Politics of Otherness and Questions
of the Coexistence

CHAE, Kyeonghoon

Abstract

Zainich Chosenjins are referred to Koreans living in Japan, and though they are
related with Japan, South Korea and North Korea, they have otherness as 'in-between
beings' who don't belong anywhere. I look in the possibilities of 'in-between zone' where
Zainich Chosenjins and Japanese meet, and I study 'the coexistence with zainichiness'
in the Japanese films of the 1950s and 1960s, through the viewpoint of 'zainichiness as
relationship.'

Many existing researches about Zainichi Chosenjins focus on the positions as the
victims and the discriminated in terms of binary opposition of Japanese and Zainich
Chosenjins. Furthermore, most researches about them in the films also center on 'the
representation of Zainichi' as a minority group, and lack the detailed analyses on the
films.

I suggest, therefore, that we recognize the Zainichi Chosenjins as the active members
in the Japanese society without being trapped in the nationalism of Japan or Korea
beyond the binary opposition between Japanese and Zainichi Chosenjins. In addition,
1t 1s the most active practice that pursues the coexistence with others against the
totality that suppresses otherness and excludes others. In this respect, I will provide us
an opportunity to connect Zainichi Chosenjins with Japanese through the common
otherness suppressed by totality.

To show the active practice of the coexistence, I analyze the composition of spaces in
the films and the characters' spatial practices with Michel Foucault's idea of
Heterotopia, focusing the spaces in the films. Heterotopia presents a significant
theoretical frame for reflecting on 'in-between zone' of 'Zainichi' as a place that is in
relation to every place and simultaneously doesn't belong anywhere and a place where
a subject himself recognizes his own otherness, and Zainichi Chosenjins' otherness as
in-between beings of 'Chosenjins'(people of Chosun). By doing this, I grasp a heterotopia
as a space where 'Zainichiness as the relationship' emerges, tied with the common

otherness of Zainichi Chosenjins and Japanese, and analyze heterotopian spaces in the
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films.

From the end of the World War II to The Treaty on Basic Relations between Japan
and the Republic of Korea in 1965, Zainichi Chosenjins' society was formed. During that
period, Chosenjins established 'Zainichi' identity themselves and defined 'Zainichi' as
the 'inside other' in the society. And because Zainichi Chosenjins had had no nationality
till the Treaty was signed in 1965, they were defined as others by law. During the
confusing stage shortly after the end of the War, the movement trying to exclude
Chosenjins was expanded, but the solidarity between Japanese and Chosenjins was
sought.

It was the period when 'Zainichiness as the relationship' appeared more vividly in the
socio-political context, and so we can consider the fundamental problems and the limit
of coexisting with Zainichi Chosenjins in the Japanses society, by researching the films,
the representative texts of the public culture. Hence I deal with 3 films - Akatsuki no
Dasso (Escape at Dawn), Kyupora no Aru Machi (Foundry Town), and Otoko No Kao
Wa Rirekisho (History of a Man's Face), the themes of which are the question of the
coexistence with Zainichi Chosenjins and the socio-political issues.

In the 2nd chapter, the first chapter of the the main discourses, Akatsuki no Dasso
(Escape at Dawn), 1 consider the issues of the formation of, and the coexistence with
Zainichi (Chosenjins), with the Japanese society's recognition of Chosenjins and the
Chosenjin exclusion policy by the Japanese government after the War, including Alien
Registration Ordinance, which says we treat the former colonized people as foreigners
for a while. This film made on the basis of Taijiro Tamura's novel Shunpuden (Story of
a prostitute), is concerned with the Chosenjin exclusion as the leading actress Harumi's
role was changed from a Chosenjin comfort woman to a Japanese singer in the
consolatory group.

Though her role was changed, the traces in the film text was not erased completely,
and we are informed the implication of a Chosenjin comfort woman in the original novel
from the double body description of Yoshiko Yamaguchi/Li Xianglan playing Harumi.
Harumi's otherness critically functions the postwar social atmosphere of excluding
Zainichi Chosenjins. Though there is not a Chinese village in the novel, its appearance
in the film means a heterotopia. It indicates the lives of people suppressed by the
establishment still exercising the influence socio-politically, and the Japanese society
at the time where the coexistence with others was denied.

In the 3rd chapter, Kyupora no Aru Machi (Foundry Town) is a film produced in 1961

when the repatriation programme of Koreans in Japan to North Korea was being
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carried out, and the main background of this film is on a village with an iron foundry
in the city of Kawaguchi, where many Zainichi Chosenjins was living then. This place
is both an alienated space from the Japanese society in the middle of the rapid economic
growth, and a space where various people who are defined as social others live. In this
film, we can see a heterotopian space created among a Japanese boy, a Japanese girl, a
Zainichi Chosenjin, and a Zainichi Chosenjin girl, and we can look over the possibility
of their coexistence. Moreover, Zainichi Chosenjins' special characteristics can be found
on the scenes where people are scattered from their families and friends by the
repatriation programme, and we can feel the objection to the general opinions about the
repatriation programme at that time.

Especially, Korogi island, Takayuki's secret place in the novel, becomes the secret
place of just two characters, Takayuki and Sankichi, a boy of Zainichi Chosenjin, in the
film, and becomes a heterotopia. At this point, the situations of Zainichi Chosenjins who
were born and live in Japan like Yoshie and Sankichi, and who have Japanese mothers
and fathers matter. Korogi island, as a heterotopian space points at the Nationality
Law that is the fundamental problem in coexisting with Zainichi Chosenjins, and the
repatriation programme of Koreans in Japan to North Korea in the name of the
humanitarian support cannot be '"home-coming' but 'home-leaving.'

In the 4th chapter, I analyze Otoko No Kao Wa Rirekisho (History of a Man's Face)
which was made in 1966, the next year of The Treaty on Basic Relations between Japan
and the Republic of Korea signed. This film describes the reconciliation with Zainichi
Chosenjins, with the theme that all the people in the world can love and trust each
other. Still, it shows the contradictions depicting the Zainichi Chosenjins negatively in
the film. From this, we can think about the change of Japanese society and
government's recognition when they turned to the assimilation policy after the Treaty.
There is the intention to reduce the responsibility and the burden for Zainichi
Chosenjins behind this policy and social recognition, and the film Otoko No Kao Wa
Rirekisho (History of a Man's Face) bears the unconsciousness.

In the final scene of the film, however, when Amamiya (the leading role), Choi (a
Zainichi Chosenjin), Maki (Amamiya's ex-lover and Choi's wife), and Haruko Choi (only
daughter of Choi and Maki) gather together in the operating room, and Choi's operation
begins, the place functions as a heterotopian space and makes us reconsider the
meaning of responsibility and reconciliation. Thereby, the question is not about that
Zainichi Chosenjins were not admitted as the Japanese nation because they didn't take

social responsibility and obligation, but about that they couldn't take the responsibility

iii



even if they wanted to because they were not admitted as social members. Furthermore,
the question arises that responsibility and obligation were given by the country in order
to control the members of the society. for which Japanese people were suppressed.

The heterotopian spaces in the films are the spaces that are connected by the
interrelationship of otherness, and in those spaces the deeper question about the
relationships of each subject is revealed specifically. Through these analyses we can
open the possibility to interpret more various meanings of the film texts, see both
Zainichi Chosenjins and Japanese as active people beyond the totality of the nation and
country, and make it possible to affirm their real lives. Thus we can have a new
discussion about enhancing publicity on this issue of Zainichi Chosenjins beyond the
binary opposition between Zainichi Chosenjins and Japanese through the viewpoint of

the coexistence with 'normal' 'others' in the Japanese society.

keywords: Zainichi Chosenjin, heterotopia, otherness, coexistence, Japanese film
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