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Reformulation of an Artistic Practice on Fragments

Yuichiro Tamura

Abstract

Fragment, Disconnect, Connect, Reproduction
In this thesis, I discuss practical concepts of "fragment," which is an important concept in my manner
to create artworks and exhibitions in the field of contemporary art. In dealing with the concept of
"fragment," the two acts, "disconnect”" and "connect," are adjacent, since the former produces
fragments, and the later elevates them as artworks. In other words, if I would briefly describe my
approach to art making, there would be only "disconnect" and "connect." This thesis will proceed
with these two acts as its core. In the first chapter, I will introduce my artworks, which are relevant to
the concept of "fragment," in chronological order.
The chapter tow describes three crucial artworks regarding "disconnect.”" In the contemporary art
field of the recent years, there is a tendency that an exhibition itself deals with social problems in
reality, and it is not only at international exhibitions but also at the art festival and exhibitions both in
Japan and outside. Under such circumstances, artists, including me, have an issue how to engage
these condition as an artist who is mobilized to participate in this state.
With these backgrounds, I would like to follow the concepts of "installation" and "narrative" that
have become a key concept in recent years. So that, the concept of "fragment" will also be described
as an importance concept to consider our current society, as it is relevant to my practice with

"reproduction."

Finally, in chapter three, I will explain the work "Milky Bay," which was produced for this thesis,
in detail. I created the work "Milky Bay" by following the concept of "fragment," and by the act
of "disconnecting" and "connecting." Four ideas for its background, "the body building,"
"Greece," "Yukio Mishima," and "Yokohama," will be accounted as well. In this thesis, I am
aiming to study and ask the efficiency of the art production with the concept "fragment" as the

artist who has to be confronted with various current social problems.
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In Yokohama, B-29s fly over the skies every night. I heard that there were intense fires
in Honmoku.

I am very worried.

I heard that ABCD have encircled us, and that petrol will run out. I am very worried.

A are the Americans, B the British, C the Chinese, and D the Dutch.

That American big shot who landed in Atsugi with a C-54, MacArthur, he apparently

set up something called the GHQ at the Yokohama customs house.

GHAQ... The name is somewhat catchy.

General Headquarters, G, H, Q

They say this GHQ requisitioned a metal factory on the north side of the Port of

Yokohama and turned it into a milk plant.

I think they used to store petrol in that area, but now they seem to be storing milk.
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I guess milk is the new metal, the new petrol. It’s a strange world.

Today, I saw the body of an American soldier as he was walking down the street.
I remember it was very robust and radiant.

To be honest, I was enchanted by that body.

Then I understood; what makes that body is neither metal nor petrol, but milk.

I was enchanted by that body, that radiant body.

To drink milk to make the body strong, and for that body to walk around fown.

America knows that this is a far better propaganda than radios or newspapers.

Speaking of which, I recently learnt of a certain tribe.
In this village, young boys drink the semen of older boys.
They do that to make their bodies stronger, and to develop into an adult.

Maybe it’s something like the mother’s milk. It’s a tribe in Papua New Guinea.

That story about milk being stored in the reclaimed land swelling out from the Port of
Yokohama---

That protrusion feels to me like a woman’s breast, or perhaps a scrotum.

The protrusions in Honmoku: Pier A, Pier B, Pier C, Pier D

Did you know that there’s a club called Seamen’s Club at the base of Protrusion B?
Seamen refers to sailors.

But do you know what happens if you take the letter “a” out of “seamen”?

The pronunciation stays the same, but the word changes to “semen,” as in sperm.
A club where sperms gather.

I don’t think that’s an inaccurate image.

This is a seamen’s club. A club where only men gather.
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I imagine them taking turns to hit white balls.

This happened a while ago.

I went to a Christmas party at the Fryar Gym in Yokohama.

There I was given a Christmas present from an American officer dressed as Santa Claus.
But I was more taken by the muscular figure of the officer than the content of the
present.

He was heavily built, large. More than you, father.

It seemed that American officers worked out at the Fryar Gym.

That’s why there was a faint smell of sweat.

I can’t remember what the gift was, but I can recall that officer’s body well.

Perhaps you could say that the present for me was their bodies.

I'm thinking about working on my body too.

The day after the Christmas party, a ship leaves the Port of Yokohama with a
novelist on board.

The ship’s name is President Wilson.

The novelist, who is coming down with a cold, waves his hand from the ship’s deck.
No one knows at this moment that the same hand would be waved again 19 years
later,

from a balcony in Ichigaya.

The novelist is embarking on a round the world trip, which would take him to
Greece.

There he encounters the “sun” and the “bodies.”

I finally started practicing what’s called bodybuilding.

The body is honest.

It gains as much muscle as [ train.

I train three days a week, working on each separate muscle.

This muscle today, and this other muscle tomorrow--+
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I can feel my body is gradually changing.

After his return from Greece, the novelist too starts applying himself in “body

production.” That is to say, bodybuilding.

“I” was the one who coached him.

The words of gods in ancient Greece; oracles that cannot be thwarted.

In postwar Japan, the equivalent are the words, the commands, the suggestions put
forward by the G.H.Q.

The GHQ'’s words go as far as to dictate the movements in film, theatre, or kabuki.
Even in sword fighting scenes, there was to be no slashing.

The novelist, however, slits his belly in the end.

Kanagawaoki-shinju Mishima-no-Shiranami

Since medieval times, the three islands off the coast of Kanagawa, have seen many
double suicides bound by love, as well as shipwrecks.

Towards the end of the early modern period, Black Ships push into these three
Islands, marking the dawn of modernity.

The three islands are later occupied by foreign countries, and are used to store cow
milk.

Cow milk is exclusively produced for and provided to foreigners, but a young man
sneaks into the islands to steal the milk.

The young man drinks the cloudy white syrup every day and as he does so his body
changes dramatically.

He makes the body of ancient mythologies his own as a result of the cow milk
brought on by the foreigners.

As he grabs a sword in an attempt to disassemble his body, he remembers the

oracle by the GHP commanding that “no flesh should be cut by sword.”
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The story culminates with the famous scene of the young man’s hara-kiri, and the
cloudy white syrup flowing up from his belly.
The syrup turns the sea into a dull white color, causing white-crested waves on the

shore.

Bodybuilding is based on training each muscle separately.
This muscle today, and this other muscle tomorrow--+
This dismembered thinking about the body.

This fragmentary manner of thought.

This is a story I heard.

A painter gathered five women to draw one portrait.

He did that to combine the most beautiful parts of these women to create the ideal
woman.

Artists, it seems, can amputate people and reconnect them at will to create the ideal
beauty.

I feel this story shares something with bodybuilding.

In terms of its dismembered thinking about the body.

Apparently, sculptures of only the trunk of the body are called torsos.
And the most beautiful among them is said to be the Belvedere Torso.
This statue wasn’t shaped like it is from the beginning though,

as its arms and legs were severed at some point. The head too.

So of course, the sculpture today is far from what the sculptor intended us to see.

But what can you do? Everyone says it’s beautiful.

A collaborative work between the artist and time. A temporal sculpture named

fragment.
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These days, I'm spending all of my time reading up on bodybuilding.

I learnt that a man named Milo,

who won six consecutive wrestling titles in the ancient Olympic games,
lifted and carried a calf everyday as it grew larger and larger.

It’s believed that this was the beginning of weight training,

which is an essential part of bodybuilding.

Do you know the drink Milo?

It’s a chocolate flavored drink that’s meant to be most effective when drank together
with milk.

The calf-carrying Milo would be proud if a child that kept drinking it,

one day became an Olympic athlete.

Someone told me that Milo was the official sponsor of the 1936 Berlin Olympics led by
the Nazis.

Did Hitler drink it too, I wonder?

The SS, which gathered beautiful Nazi men,

and the Hitler Youth, which gathered beautiful adolescent boys,
arrive at the Port of Yokohama in 1938.

Beautiful things arrive from the sea, that’s the way the world goes.

The affinity between Milo and Milk, or its myth.

It’s been a while since my last letter.
Time flies so quickly. It feels as though summer’s barely over and they’re already
playing Christmas songs in town. These days, they start playing these songs earlier and

earlier.

I read that trials have begun in Tokyo too, following the ones in Nuremberg.
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The accused are divided in to Class A, Class B, and Class C. Class A charges are for
crimes against peace, Class B for war crimes, and Class C for crimes against humanity.

It makes me wonder how they could so easily divide the crimes.

Trials also began in Yokohama, after Tokyo.

There are 9 defendants in total.

The defendants are sentenced as follows.
A: 3 years in prison, with 5 years probation
B: 3 years in prison, with 5 years probation
C: 3 years in prison, with 5 years probation
D: Capital punishment

E: 12 years in prison

F: 2 years and 10 months in prison

G: 2 years in prison

H: 3 years in prison

Q: Still on the run abroad

Q is for Question

It was about a murder case where two dismembered bodies were found from a quay in
Yokohama.

A newspaper reported the incident as follows:

Dismembered bodies were found in succession, floating ten meters away from a
quay in Kanazawa Ward, Yokohama. Police reported that the bodies are believed to
belong to two male adults. The body parts that were found were: a torso missing
both arms, the right leg, and the left leg from the thigh down, two each of right

wrists and left ankles; one each of a head, right thigh, left wrist, and right ankle;
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and pieces of flesh believed to belong to a leg. Two of those hands were found tied-

up at the wrists.

This report is enough to give me the chills, but when I hear the term “dismembered
body,”

I remember the rakugo story dougiri.

In this story, a townsman is attacked by a samurai, and is separated into his upper and
lower bodies.

But his two parts continue to live,

with the upper body becoming an attendant at a public bath as the townsman always
wished,

and the lower body becoming an apprentice at a noodle shop.

The shop’s owner was delighted by this newcomer,

because he would keep stepping on the dough without saying a word.

In the incident in Yokohama, a torso was found in Yamanashi.

I guess it’s only in stories that torsos move on their own accord.

But I digress.
Following Yokohama, two bronze sculptures were found in Riace, Italy.
They date back to the Roman times, and were named Statue A and Statue B.

They were supposedly made of different parts that were attached together.

It looks as though dismembered bodies are always found from the sea.

Dismembered bodies are always found from the sea>

The novelist I coached in bodybuilding

has written a novel set in Yokohama.
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Here’s a synopsis.

Yamate, Yokohama, just after the end of the war.

A widow who runs a clothing store in Mofomachi,

and lives with her son in the house that was derequisitioned by the GHQ.
The romantic relationship between a second mate sailor and the widow,
and the cruelty of the adolescent gang the son is part of---

The story culminates with the gang’s chief ordering the execution

of the sailor who leaves the ship to marry and live with the widow.
Invited by the boys to look at a dry dock,

the former second mate is lured to a small hill along the sea in Kanazawa Ward,
Yokohama,

and is given a tea laced with sleeping pilis.

The novel ends here.

I know it’s inappropriate but I sort of wish the former second mate was killed in the
novel. I think the body would have been dismembered and sank in to the sea in front of
them, in Kanazawa Ward, Yokohama.

It was these body parts that recently floated up to the sea’s surface.

A temporal sculpture named fragment

The chief of the adolescent gang repeats this line several times:
“The world is made up of some simple signs and decisions.”
What do those “simple signs and decision” actually mean?

A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, and then Q---

Q is for Question.

Q is for Question
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If the world is a body,

could it be that a “simple symbol”

Is something akin fo each muscle fragment, to a mass of flesh?

If the “decision” is about proportions,

could it be that what is important is the connection of the masses of flesh?

Q is for Question---

The novelist I coached in bodybuilding,

managed to create a splendid body

in this country that has no philosophy of mass or proportions.
But in the end, his body was dismembered.

In Ichigaya, the head was separated from the torso.

This is reminiscent of the story of Medusa.

The monster that instantly turns into stone anyone who looks in her eyes.

She ends up being beheaded by Perseus.

However, how did Perseus slay her without being looked?

One theory has it that he attacked her while she was asleep.

Another posits that Perseus used a burnished shield that acted as a mirror to avoid
being seen.

If that’s the case, Medusa must have seen her own face in the last moment.

Would that not turn herself into stone?

But I digress.

I was talking about bodybuilding.

Bodybuilding was invented by Eugen Sandow,

who was born in Prussia in the 19" century.

He was inspired by the Greek statues he saw in Italy when he was a child.

They say he used to paint his body white to resemble the marble figures.
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It is him that strikes poses and does a backflip in an early film by Edison.

A body that befits the century of the image.

They say King George V of the United Kingdom, who was a friend of Eugene Sandow,
came to Yokohama to get tattooed on his arm.

It seems that Japanese tattoos used to be popular over there.

The young men gathering at the Semen’s club.
This is not a club for sailors,

it's a club for sperms.

The milk flowing out from the milk plant, the sperm flowing out from the Semen’s
club.

Yokohama’s sea becomes cloudy, white.

The body fragments scattered at the bottom of that sea.

C is for Cut

C is for Connect
D is for Divide

E is for Encounter

F is for Fragment
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